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Background 



National Statistical System 

4 

Centralized System 

• Almost  all statistics produced by 
one statistical agency 

Decentralized System 

• There are lots of agencies which 
produce official statistics in 
order to meet their own needs  

National Statistical System 

KOREA 

about 390 agencies 

over 900 types of 

statistics 

? 



Why built KOSIS? 
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A decentralized system for production 
Centralized system for dissemination 

Researchers 

General public 

Corporations 

Gov. agencies 
a variety of statistical agencies 



Amount of Data in KOSIS 

6 

Year 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

# of 
Agencies 

38 65 107 116 114 117 122 

# of types 
of statistics 

217 297 412 501 486 530 546 

as of  
 2013.12.31.  

Official 
 Statistics 

 Stored In KOSIS? 

Yes No 
  

Sub-regional Stat. 

# of types of stat.  922 546 376 315 

Proportion (%) 100 59.2 37.6 83.8 

  Statistics which KOSIS holds 

  The proportion of Statistics in KOSIS over the Official Statistics 

• 68,715 statistical tables were provided as of Dec. 31, 2013. 



Use of KOSIS 
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Year 2009 2010 2011 2012  2013  

# of visitors 

(unit: thousand) 
4,889 5,212 5,255 5,590 6,113 

Page views 

(unit: thousand) 
153,608 182,445 195,591 205,487 207,420 

# of time series 

(unit: thousand)  
206,755  222,661  236,289  249,792  257,924  
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Initial Page of KOSIS   (http://kosis.kr) 
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As of March 31 2014 
KOSIS provides  about 70,000 statistical tables 

from 125 statistical agencies 



Its English Version (http://kosis.kr/eng) 
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As of March 31 2014 
English version of KOSIS provides  about 1,300 

statistical tables from 19 statistical agencies 



Data Visualization 



Data Visualization Overview 
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Homo Statisticus – your portrait based on stat. 
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Men from Mars, Women from Venus 
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How different are men from women? 
Let’s find it out based on statistics 

Click
! 



Men from Mars, Women from Venus 
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In terms of Time Use 

10’s 20’s 30’s 40’s 50’s 60’s and more 

work House chores & Family care 
Media, hobby and religious 

activity 



Men from Mars, Women from Venus 
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birth children teens 20’s 30’s~50’s elders Death 

How to prepare your tuition 20’s 

College 

Job & Employment 

Opinion on Marriage 

Hobby & Leisure 

Parents’ help 

Bank loan 

Self-prepared 

Scholarship 



Men from Mars, Women from Venus 

Opinion on Marriage (30’s) 

Must marry Better to marry Doesn’t matter Better not to marry Must not marry 

birth children teens 20’s 30’s~50’s elders Death 

  Marriage 

Childbirth 

Family care 

Economic activities 

Health care 
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Start Video 

man_women.avi


Population Pyramid 
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Population Pyramid 

Nation region 

Set level of factors 

Birth level 

Death level 

Int’l migration 

Pyramid Population Population by age Midian age 

Men Women 

World Korea 

Start Video 

Population_pyramid.avi


Webtoon (1) 
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 Webtoon Service  
   - has been provided since June 2012 
   - is released twice every month 
   - has received good feedback from general users 

 Samples of the webtoon service 

Date Subject Used statistics 

Mar. 20, ’14 A new way to plan your itinerary Survey on internet shopping users 

Mar. 6, ’14 My skin is important # of days with yellow dust 

Feb. 20, ’14 Golden pigs go to school # of childbirth  

Feb. 6, ’14 Gold Queen rather than middle aged woman Household income and expenditure 

… … … 

Jun. 20, ’13 It’s hot, way too hot # of tropical nights  



Webtoon (2) 
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Concluding Remarks 



Concluding Remarks 
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 Unused statistics are    lifeless 

 More attention and focus should be put on 

statistical dissemination 

 Find a way to bring statistics to people 

 Visualization 

 Tailored service 

more friendly  

is a good tool 

is needed 

 The most important goal of statistical dissemination is  

bring life to statistics. 



Thank you for your listening and time 

경청해주셔서 감사합니다. 

22 

Further questions?  
Send to summaul@korea.kr 


